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military regime stream
From the first Meiji cabinet to the outbreak of the war between Japan and the United
States, we consider the relationship between each cabinet and the military.
The duration of cabinets and incidents are summarized in a table. The following three
points are characteristic of this period in Japan. In an era when the European and IR 1 208 2
American powers were actively expanding their colonies, the military's involvement S R G
in politics was fundamentally large. In other words, it was not a case of a special
military man appearing and acting just before the war between Japan and the United States.
(1) The military's top brass and politics
The Meiji Restoration was a "local government coup d'état" that was carried out by importing weapons from overseas,
and after that, there was no direct rule by the Emperor (participation in politics) and it shifted to Satsuma-Choshu clan
politics. As a result, the top brass of the Satsuma-Choshu military had a long influence on politics and often became
prime ministers.Of the total 40 prime ministers, 21 were related to the military. That is summarized on the next page.
(2) Many prime ministers were assassinated by the military matter
For every five former prime ministers who were assassinated, three were killed in military coups. The remaining two
were assassinated by civilians, but (a) Regarding the assassination of Hamaguchi Osachi, the criminal stated that it was
an “Tousuiken-Kanpan” (the government's infringement of military authority). (b) Regarding the assassination of Hara
Takashi, the political will is unclear. In other words, aside from the assassination of Hara Takashi, it is the assassination
of a prime minister who was involved in the military or related issues.
(3) Instability and frequent cabinet changes
One of the system flaws in the Meiji Constitution was the "principle of cabinet consensus," which meant that the prime
minister did not have the power to dismiss cabinet ministers, and if there were any dissenting opinions among the
cabinet ministers, the cabinet would resign en masse. Many governments were short-lived and were replaced one after
another. Of the 40 cabinets under the Meiji Constitution, 17 were dissolved within a year. There were also cases where
the military abused this system (obstructing the formation of a cabinet by General Ugaki, a peace advocate).
<Comments>
*Currently, each incident is written about in high school history textbooks, but it is difficult to grasp the overall picture.
*Maybe it’s necessary to look at the First Sino-Japanese War, the Russo-Japanese War, and the Second Sino-Japanese
War and the US-Japanese War as one whole. (Reference URL) --When you look at photos of the Prime Minister,
it's easy to feel the difference in eras.
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No PRI IZ TEH H #8 K& HiEiE T S+
1(BA18 1885.12 861| {FEE 1BX OEMAEE O fExe (Boh)
2|BA21 1888.04 544| £H A& OFE&E O
3(BH22 1889.12 499 g% HAA OFE&E O
4(BA24 1891.05 461 75 EE |- O
5|BA25 1892.08 1485| fREE X OEMEBEE O
6(BA29 1896.09 482 73 EE — BA%5 O
7|BA31 1898.01 170 FE 18X OEMEBEE O
8[BA31 1898.06 132 KB& EfE —5hzzftt -
9(BA31 1898.11 711 % HhAA OFE&E O

10|BA33 1900.01 204| fFEE B OELEIEE O

11|BA34 1901.06 1681 ¥ KEB OFEE O

12|BA39 1906.01 920 AESF NE |- O

13|8A41 1908.07 1,143 % KEB OFE&E O

14(BA44 1911.08 480 AESF NZE |- O

15(BA45 1912.12 62 #  KEB OFEE O

16[X2 1913.02 421 R #ERE |OBE -

17|X3 1914.04 908 KPR EfE — 5=zt -

18|K5 1916.10 721 FA IEF  |OFEE -

19(KX7 1918.09 133 [’ 8 - FR=4H - fEse BREIAICT

20|X10 1921.11 212 =B =28 — B4R - fgF EACT

21|K11 1922.06 440 NN &=B3 |OBE -

22| K12 1923.09 128 WA #EE |(OBE -

23|K13 1924.01 157 BH =& —-ERE -

24| K13 1924.06 597| hnEE SHA AL -

25|K15 1926.01 446 HW TRRER |-BAF -

26882 1927.02 805 A F— OFE&E -

27834 1929.04 652 EBO ¥ |-#F — Ei BEIAICT

28886 1931.04 244| HH TeIRER  |-BAFS -

29(836 1931.12 156 ARE - EEFAHEH) — fEsg EAICT

30(887 1932.07 774 i B8 OB&E - fEFe EAICT

331|889 1934.07 611 WHE B |OBE -

328811 1936.03 331 [EH b3 AL - R REM

33(8812 1937.02 123  # #5+EB OBEE -

348812 1937.06 581 b/ XE AL - RRHEF B

35(6814 1939.01 238| B BH—BEB |-EbE - RRFHH BREM

36(0814 1939.08 140( PED 51T OFE&E -

37|(8815 1940.01 189 KA KK OB&E - RR#EH TR

380815 1940.07 362| A XE AR - RRHEF B

398816 1941.07 93| R XE AL - R B

40|F216 1941.10 1009| B IRt OFE&E - R REM
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No |Cabinet formed days prime minister Military ties |senators incident
1 1885.12 861|Hirobumi Ito OBasic Settings |O assassination/Citizen
2 1888.04 544 (Kiyotaka Kuroda OArmy O
3 1889.12 499(Aritomo Yamagata OArmy O
4 1891.05 461|Masayoshi Matsukata |no O
5 1892.08| 1485|Hirobumi Ito OBasic Settings |O
6 1896.09 482[Masayoshi Matsukata |no O
7 1898.01 170|Hirobumi Ito OBasic Settings |O
8 1898.06 132[Shigenobu Okuma no X
9 1898.11 711|Aritomo Yamagata OArmy O
10 1900.01 204 (Hirobumi Ito OBasic Settings |O
11 1901.06| 1681|Taro Katsura OArmy O
12 1906.01 920|Konmochi Saionji no O
13 1908.07| 1,143|Taro Katsura OArmy O
14 1911.08 480(Konmochi Saionji no O
15 1912.12 62|Taro Katsura OArmy O
16 1913.02 421|Gonbei Yamamoto ONavy X
17 1914.04 908|Shigenobu Okuma no X
18 1916.10 721[(Masatake Terauchi OArmy X
19 1918.09 133|Takayoshi Hara no X assassination/Citizen
20 1921.11 212(Korekiyo Takahashi [no X assassination/Troop
21 1922.06 440|Kato Tomosaburo ONavy X
22 1923.09 128|Yamamoto Gonbei ONavy X
23 1924.01 157(Kiyoura Keigo no X
24 1924.06 597(Kato Takaaki no X
25 1926.01 446Wakatsuki Reijiro no X
26 1927.02 805|Tanaka Yoshikazu OArmy X
27 1929.04 652|Hamaguchi Yuki no X assassination/Citizen
28 1931.04 244|(Wakatsuki Reijiro no X
29 1931.12 156(Inukai Tsuyoshi no X assassination/Troop
30 1932.07 774|Saito Minoru ONavy X assassination/Troop
31 1934.07 611|Okada Keisuke ONavy X
32 1936.03 331 |Hirota Kouki no X Tokyo Trials Hanging
33 1937.02 123|Hayashi Senjuro OArmy X
34 1937.06 581|Konoe Fumimaro no X Tokyo Trials Suicide
35 1939.01 238[Hiranuma Kiichiro no X Tokyo Trials Life imprison
36 1939.08 140|Abe Nobuyuki OArmy X
37 1940.01 189|Yonai Mitsumasa ONavy X Tokyo Trials Death by illness
38 1940.07 362(Konoe Fumimaro no X Tokyo Trials Suicide
39 1941.07 93|Konoe Fumimaro no X Tokyo Trials Suicide
40 1941.10| 1009|Tojo Hideki OArmy X Tokyo Trials Hanging
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