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Explaining the “Ten-nou” and Emperor Explain to a foreigner
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The Ten-nou is often translated as “Emperor”, so it is easy to misunderstand the term and get impression that he has all the
authority in politics, military affairs, and rituals. In reality, from the distant past when there were Shoguns up to the time of
General MacArthur of SCAP in 1945, the Imperial Family has always functioned as an “organ” and has continuously provided
the authority to represen Japan to the statesmen of each era. In 1935, a scholar named Minobe published the “Emperor
Organ Theory,” which explained the structure of the Imperial Family and the Diet, and attempted to suppress militarization.
Although it is a very ordinary explanation, he was persecuted by various forces, including right-wingers at the time. On the
other hand, Emperor Showa, who was the emperor at the time, left a comment to his aides that “Those who oppose the
organ theory are in fact those who want to treat me as an organ.” *1  The only time the Imperial Family could have
participated in politics was when the Imperial Rule was considered between the Great Proclamation of the Restoration of
Imperial Rule (1867) and the promulgation of the Meiji Constitution (1894). However, this was swept away by the power of
the Meiji Oligarchy composed of the people of Satsuma and Choshu. *2  Therefore, it is believed that the Imperial Family
will remain in a position similar to that of a constitutional monarch (limited monarch) for an extremely long period of time.
Like the British monarch, exceptional statements are only possible in times of true emergency. The translation "Emperor"
(though promoted by the Meiji government) would be inappropriate.
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